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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, May 7, 2012 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, 

Missouri was held on Monday, May 7, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall 

Council Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor 

James J. Beck, Council Members Matt Casey, Gina Mitten, Ed Notter, Rob 

Jacknewitz, Rick Vilcek, Camille Greenwald, Connie Williams, and Michael 

Jones.  Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City 

Attorney. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation for Public Service Employees Week, May 6-

11.  Mayor Beck stated our City employees work very hard to serve the needs 

of our residents and thanked the City’s employees for their valuable service to 

the Richmond Heights community.  Mayor Beck encouraged Council 

members to attend the Employee BBQ on May 8 in the fire house bay. 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation honoring National Police Officer’s Week 

and Peace Officer Memorial Day, May 13-19.  Mayor Beck stated he was 

very proud of the work our police department employees do for the citizens of 

Richmond Heights. 

 

Mayor Beck stated a number of those in the audience tonight were present to 

make their thoughts known about the issue of a homeless shelter.  Mayor Beck 

read a statement saying the City has discussed the issue of a homeless shelter 

situation and believe that it is a regional community issue.  It is our 

understanding that County Executive Charlie Dooley’s office is gathering 

community input to formulate a manner for improved County services for the 

homeless.  Richmond Heights is participating in the regional dialogue. We 

believe this is a regional issue that needs to be addressed together with all of 

the municipalities.  

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Rev. Eugene Fowler-5893 Martin Luther King- St. Louis, MO-a C.O.R.E. 

(Congress of Racial Equality) representative,  stated he supported a homeless 

shelter being named after Ms. Anna Brown and hoped this community would 

lead the way recognizing the issue and that Richmond Heights would become 

the home for a shelter in the area. 
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James Hamilton-3339 Cambridge-Maplewood, MO.-stated he feels the 

City runs a successful community center facility that serves many needs for 

both the Richmond Heights and Maplewood community but feels the 

homeless are being neglected here and St. Louis County.  Mr. Hamilton stated 

he knows there are many persons forced out of homes due to economic 

hardship and numerous issues that present problems such as happened to Ms. 

Anna Brown.  Mr. Hamilton stated he hoped the Council would set aside 

some of the funds that would normally go to The Heights to form a shelter for 

homeless mothers with full service social programs.  Mr. Hamilton stated he 

would like to make a formal presentation regarding the need for a shelter in 

St. Louis County. 

 

Ms. Tina Newman-New Life Evangelistic Center-St. Louis, MO-stated as a 

homeless individual, she stated she asks for justice and equality for those who 

need shelter services, as resources are stretched thin in the few locations 

available for the homeless. Ms. Newman stated she sees the need for more 

assistance for sheltering the homeless. 

 

Avis Brown-1411 Locust St.-St. Louis, MO- stated she is originally from St. 

Charles County were there are no shelters and opening the Anna Brown 

Outreach Center would help women like us to have a place to go when in 

need. 

 

Michele Panick-411 Locust St.-St. Louis, MO-stated all were devastated 

about what happened to Anna Brown and would like to think this episode 

would encourage all to be mentors now to lead the road in a different direction 

so this crisis might not happen again. 

 

Rev. Larry Rice-New Life Evangelistic Center-1411 Locust St. –St. Louis, 

MO-stated Richmond Heights should take this tragedy and turn it into 

something good, i.e. the Anna Brown Outreach Shelter, a 24-hour shelter 

women and children could come to, in the City's Public Safety Building.  Rev. 

Rice stated that churches, upon amendment of zoning issues, could welcome 

those homeless to shelters within them as well.  Rev. Rice stated Richmond 

Heights could take the leadership role of the area in beginning a dialogue in 

St. Louis County, moving forward to address the situation beyond just talk. 

 

Joanne Bailey-1513 Banneker Ave.-read a letter addressed to the Council 

from her and her husband regarding the Hadley Township Redevelopment 

Area contract offers that have been tendered to property owners by Pace 

Properties for property acquisitions.  Ms. Bailey stated she was not happy with 

the dollar amount of the offer to her, would not sign for that dollar amount and 

complained about the length of time Pace is stating it will be before a closing 

can be accomplished.  Ms. Bailey stated she was submitting a copy of the 

contract offer from Pace for the Council's review and asked that her letter be 

attached as part of the minutes of this May 7 meeting. 
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Ms. Erma Nettles-1627 Berkley-asked for details of the Anna Brown 

incident and why Ms. Brown was arrested and why did she die in the 

Richmond Heights jail. 

 

Mayor Beck stated as far as he knew the situation, Ms. Brown had been 

previously seen in other hospitals in the City of St. Louis, discharged from 

two different hospitals, transported then to St. Mary's hospital where she had 

tests which were inconclusive.  Ms Brown was consequently arrested for 

trespassing as once she was discharged, she refused to leave the hospital 

premises.  Mayor Beck stated it was his understanding the police officers 

received a "fit for confinement" release from the hospital and transported Ms. 

Brown to the Richmond Heights jail.  Mayor Beck stated that shortly 

thereafter, Ms. Brown suffered blood clots that traveled to her lungs which 

caused her death.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

April 16, 2012 

Regular Meeting Sine Die 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting Sine Die of April 16, 2012. Carried 

unanimously. 

 

April 16, 2012 

Regular Meeting 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 16, 2012.  Carried unanimously. 

 

April 30, 2012 

Special Workshop Meeting 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for approval of the 

minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 16, 2012.  Carried unanimously with 

Ms. Mitten abstaining as she did not attend the meeting. 

 

CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 

 

Zweifel promotion to Major 

 

Police Chief Roy Wright introduced Major Rick Zweifel and performed the 

pinning of the City's new Major/Assistant Police Chief.  Chief Wright stated 

Rick has been a dedicated police officer for the Department for some 33 years 

and was happy to announce Major Zweifel's promotion to the Council. 
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NovaChip Overlays Presentation 

 

Bruce Murray, Public Works Director, introduced David Christiansen of 

Cochran Engineering who gave the Council a brief presentation on the new 

process of asphalt street surfacing called NovaChip. 

 

Mr. Christiansen stated he had taken Mr. Murray to several sites in 

neighboring municipalities who were installing or had installed this new street 

surfacing process on their asphalt streets. 

 

The Council was able to observe the actual process being used and 

commented MoDOT is using this process on Missouri highways.  Mr. 

Christiansen stated the micro-surfacing method that is widely employed 

preserves the streets from cracking and leeching, but eventually strips away 

and leaves the streets looking gray and gives the appearance of disrepair.  Mr. 

Christiansen stated that officials from MoDOT, Hillsboro and St. Louis 

County have all stated they are very pleased with the results of the NovaChip 

process. 

 

The NovaChip projects typically take no longer than two to four hours to 

complete depending on the length of the street, making it much less disruptive 

to traffic flow. The resurfaced roadways are usually reopened within one hour 

after the trucks leave the site.  This process has been used in the northeast with 

good success and particularly holds up well in cold weather and under snow 

plowing conditions. The process is also less costly than a milling and overlay 

process.  

 

Mr. Murray stated that the NovaChip overlays will be performed on Edward 

Terrace, Ralph Terrace and Hunter Avenue later this Spring, and will be 

posted for a municipal bid.  Mr. Murray stated that this new surfacing has 

virtually the same or slightly greater the life expectancy as the micro-

surfacing, with the difference being the street will look better because it will 

not delaminate as the micro-surfacing does and will not invite as many cracks, 

etc. 

 

Mr. Notter stated he had concerns about the pricing and if it would be as cost-

effective as the micro-surfacing.  Mr. Notter stated he was concerned that it 

may be 3+ times more expensive and not really comparable in price. 

 

Mr. Murray stated they have not done any micro-surfacing for at least five 

years.  Mr. Murray stated that costs have risen for the micro-surfacing process 

and the previous materials applications on City streets were purchased as a co-

op with other municipalities which brought the cost per yard down at that 

time. 



 5 

 

Mr. Murray stated that the surface failure from the micro-surface process, 

sometimes as early as 5 years, while less expensive, shows poorly after only a 

few years and may need resurfacing sooner as it often delaminates. While the 

street is still in relatively good condition, it looks worn and will need more 

care. Mr. Murray stated that this NovaChip process appears to last longer, 

look better longer and also the application process disrupts traffic/parking 

issues to a much less degree, providing less issues for residents and other 

traffic on the streets as the work is being done. 

 

Mr. Christensen stated that there was no "tracking" on to driveways from this 

process and noted also other Midwest communities, such as Minnesota have 

used this NovaChip process successfully, weathering snow/snowplow issues 

well. 

 

Mr. Murray stated the bid process would involve probably only two local 

contractors who are currently applying this process. 

 

Conditional Use Permit 2012-05 

Vida Mexican Kitchen y Cantina 

1137 Saint Louis Galleria 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council would like to bring up for review, the 

C.U.P. 2012-05 for the Vida Mexican Kitchen y Cantina at the Saint Louis 

Galleria.  Ms. Hamilton stated the restaurant had previously been granted a 

C.U.P. but delays came and the permit expired so they are re-applying.  

Council stated they did not wish to call the Petition up for review and 

unanimously approved the Conditional Use Permit with its conditions. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY'S REPORT 

 

None. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5344; first reading 

Amends Ord. No. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Cha. 405 Zoning Regulations; Sec. 405.270, 

General Use Regulations: B (3)c, Reducing 

setback requirements for front yard fences. 
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Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of 

Bill No. 5344. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5344 was presented and read. 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI; BY AMENDING CHAPTER 405 ZONING REGULATIONS; 

SECTION 405.270 GENERAL USE REGULATIONS; (B) BULK AND 

AREA EXCEPTIONS; REDUCING SETBACK REQUIREMENT FOR 

FRONT YARD FENCES. 

 

Bill No. 5344 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5345; first reading 

Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Chapter 415, Sign Regulations Sec. 415.030 (B) 

Definitions, deleting certain definitions and adding  

new; and amending Sec. 415.050 Prohibited Signs, 

deleting and adding new; and adding new Sec. 415.130 

(G) Electronic Messaging Signs. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of 

Bill No. 5345.  Carried unanimously.   

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE 

MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI; BY AMENDING CHAPTER 415: SIGN REGULATIONS, 

ARTICLE I; SECTION 415.030.B DEFINITIONS, DELETING CERTAIN 

DEFINITIONS AND ADDING NEW; AND AMENDING SECTION 

415.050 PROHIBITED SIGNS, DELETING AND ADDING NEW; AND 

ADDING NEW SECTION 415.130.G ELECTRONIC MESSAGING SIGNS. 

 

Ms. Mitten asked if the timing for the signs operation (until 10:00 p.m. and on 

again at 7:00 a.m.) might be detrimental to signs operating in a residential 

area.   

 

After Council discussion, Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a 

motion to amend Section 415.130 G. 1. (b) to read "the signs must be 

programmed to provide only a static display from dusk to 9:00p.m. and shall 

be turned off between 9:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m.".  Carried unanimously. 

 

Mr. Jones brought up one point regarding the times of the amendment which 

he had no objection to, but wondered if it might be restrictive if churches 

wanted their congregations to note a message as some services start before 9 

a.m. 
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Mayor Beck stated perhaps the ordinance could specify that a "static" display 

only be used at earlier hours, for example 8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 

 

Ms. Mitten agreed that might come upp, but said that the Council could wait 

to see if there were any problems or issues with getting messages out to the 

public and if complaints were heard, Council could always adjust the time and 

amend the ordinance if need be. 

 

Bill No. 5345, as amended, was held over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 12-08 

Dedicates a portion of Yale Ave. to Wise Ave. to 

be known as Mike Green Way. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the reading of 

Resolution No. 12-08.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-08 was 

presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, DEDICATING A PORTION OF YALE AVENUE 

FROM OAKLAND AVENUE TO WISE AVENUE TO BE KNOWN AS 

"MIKE GREEN WAY". 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-08. Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-08, approved. 

 

Resolution No. 12-09 

Appoints Mary Hazelwood to office as a 

member of the Library Board of Trustees to 

fulfill a term ending July 1, 2014. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the reading of 

Resolution No. 12-09.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-09 was 

presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, APPOINTING MARY P. HAZELWOOD, A 

RESIDENT CITIZEN, TO OFFICE AS A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES; TO A FULFILL AN UNEXPIRED 

TERM ENDING JULY 1, 2014. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-09.  Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-09, approved. 
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Resolution No. 12-10 

Extends time for Pace Properties, designated 

preferred Hadley Township Redevelopment Area 

developer, to sign Preliminary Funding Agreement. 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded. a motion for a reading of 

Resolution 12-10.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-10 was presented 

and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, EXTENDING THE TIME FOR PACE 

PROPERTIES TO SIGN AND FUND A PRELIMINARY FUNDING 

AGREEMENT FOR THE NORTHERN PORTION OF THE HADLEY 

TOWNSHIP REDEVELOPMENT AREA. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-10.  Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-10, approved. 

 

Resolution No. 12-11 

Amends Preliminary Funding Agreement 

with designated preferred Hadley Township 

Redevelopment Area developer, Menard, Inc. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for a reading of 

Resolution 12-11.  Carried unanimously.  Resolution No. 12-11 was presented 

and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 

TO SIGN AN AMENDED PRELIMINARY FUNDING AGREEMENT 

WITH MENARD, INC. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-11.  Carried 

unanimously.  Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-11, approved. 

 

CITIZEN'S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

At approximately 8:50 p.m., Ms. Mitten moved, Mr. Jones seconded, a motion 

to hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to 

Subsections (1), (2),  and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications 

between a public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys 

and leasing purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body 

where public knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal 
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consideration therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. 

AYES: Mr. Vilcek, Mr. Jones, Mr. Jacknewitz, Ms. Williams, Ms. Mitten, Mr. 

Casey, Mr. Notter, Ms. Greenwald and Mayor Beck. NAYS: None. Mayor 

Beck declared the Council would meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 9:40 p.m., Council returned to the open session.  

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:41 

p.m. Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion to adjourn.  

Carried unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 
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